Cloverdale United Reformed Church

Order For the Celebration and Worship of God

Sunday, December 25, 2011 – 10:00AM

Rev. Jonathan Van Hoogen

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates! Behold the King of glory waits;

The King of Kings is drawing near, The Savior of the world is here.


Prelude

Call to Worship
Isaiah 12:5-6

“Sing to the Lord, for he has done glorious things; let this be known to all the world.  Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion, for great is the Holy One of Israel among you.”

*
Songs of Joy
“Joy to the World” – Christmas Hymnal #18



“Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You” – Christmas Hymnal #17

*
Prayer of Adoration

*
God’s Greeting
Ephesians 1:2

“To the saints,.. the faithful in Christ Jesus: 
Grace and peace to you from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ.”


Ministry in Song
“A Manger Filled with Love”




Deb DeJong & Kim Van Grouw

The shadows fell o’er Bethlehem, and o’er the waiting world,

And darkness gathered ‘round the shepherd biding in the fields.

When in a moment song and splendor rent the skies above.

And the night was filled with wonders 
and a manger was filled with love.

Ah, that I had seen the shepherds come to seek the Lamb,

And looked with them on Jesus’ face, and touched the infant hands,

And felt with them the Father’s peace descending from above,

When their hearts were filled with wonder 
at a manger filled with love.

A voice as pure as angel song has spoken from above,

And my heart is filled with wonder at a manger filled with love.
I need not see the Holy Child to know him for my King.

I need not hear the voice of heaven’s host re-echoing

For I have heard the Spirit’s witness whispered from above,

And my heart is filled with wonder at a manger filled with love.

A voice as pure as angel song has spoken from above,

And my heart is filled with wonder at a manger filled with God’s Son.




Lord’s Supper Preparatory

Beloved in Jesus, next Lord’s Day we hope to celebrate the Lord’s Supper, and so we are called to prepare our hearts by examining ourselves.  Therefore, let each one continue to examine his life, considering his sin to be sure he repents of such before God.  Let each examine his heart to be sure that he trust in Jesus Christ alone for salvation and forgiveness of sins.  And let each one examine his conscience to be sure he is wholeheartedly willing and ready to live for Him who died for us.


God’s Will for Our Lives
Luke 12:15

“And he said to them, ‘Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.’”

Confession of Sin 

O Great God and Giver of all that we possess,

We’ve treated what belongs to You as if it belongs to us.

We’ve craved for ourselves what You have given to others.

We are quick to question Your provision.

We’ve considered our identity in what we possess rather than living unto You.

And in this, we’ve lived for physical glory rather than for You.

Forgive us, Father, for the sake of Your Son, Jesus;

And rescue and restore our hearts to You. Amen.


The Gospel
Galatians 3:13-14

“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”—so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised Spirit through faith.”


Assurance of Pardon
Colossians 1:13
Minister:  May all of you who repent of your sin and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ for your salvation, rejoice and be glad and give glory to the Lord who has taken away all of your sins.
“He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son”

Hymn of Response
“Hark, the Herald Angels Sing”



Christmas Hymnal #9


Prayer of Supplication
Pastor Jonathan Van Hoogen


God’s Tithe & Our Offerings
1) General Fund


2) Love INC of the Boise Community

Prayer of Thanksgiving


*
Hymn of Preparation
“While Shepherds Watched their Flocks”


Christmas Hymnal #41


Scripture
Isaiah 9:6; 1 Corinthians 9:15


Sermon
“A Gift Given”
*
Hymn of Response
“What Child Is This”


Christmas Hymnal #40
*
Benediction 
1 Thessalonians 5:23-24

“May God Himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it.”
*
Doxology
“Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne”



Christmas Hymnal #39 (vs 5)

“When the heavens shall ring and her choirs shall sing 
At Thy coming to victory, 
Let Thy voice call me home, saying ‘Yet there is room; 
There is room at my side for thee!’ 
My heart shall rejoice, Lord Jesus, 
when thou comest and callest for me.”
* Congregation Standing


___________________________________________________________

Evening Worship Service– 6:00PM

Rev. Jonathan Van Hoogen


Prelude


Invocation & Call to Worship
Psalm 117

“Praise the LORD, all nations! Extol him, all peoples! 
For great is his steadfast love toward us, and the faithfulness 
of the LORD endures forever. Praise the LORD!”

*
Song of Adoration
“Sing to the Lord, Sing His Praise”




Psalter Hymnal #187 (vs 1-2, 6)

*
The Lord’s Greeting
2 Corinthians 1:2

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ.”


Singing Carols of Christmas 
Favorite Selections

Gathered to Pray
Rev. David Booth

*
Our Confession of Faith
The Apostles’ Creed – PH p. 3

*
Responding in Faith
“The Advent of Our God”



Christmas Hymnal #31


God’s Tithe & Our Offerings
1) General Fund



2) Love INC of the Boise Community 

*
Hymn of Preparation
“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”




Christmas Hymnal #15


Scripture Reading
Isaiah 52:7


Sermon

“Tidings of Joy”

*
Song of Response
“Silent Night! Holy Night!”




Christmas Hymnal #33
*
Benediction
2 Corinthians 13:14

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.  Amen.”

*
Doxology
“Jesus, Name Above All Names”



Christmas Hymnal #35

“Jesus, name above all names, 
Beautiful Savior, glorious Lord.
Emmanuel, God is with us, 
Blessed Redeemer, Living Word.”

* Congregation Standing



“In that day they will say,
Surely this is our God;
we trusted in him, and he saved us.
This is the Lord, we trusted in him;
let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation.”
Isaiah 25:9

_____________________________________________________
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And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night.  An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”  Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace 
to men on whom his favor rests.”

Luke 2:8-14
Rev. Jonathan Van Hoogen 

3580 N. Cloverdale Road
Boise, Idaho 83713
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Cover Image from “Gloria in Excelsis Deo” by Frank Mason
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Welcome to the Season of Christmas at 
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