Cloverdale United Reformed Church

Order For the Celebration and Worship of God

Advent Sunday

December 11, 2011 – 10:00AM

Rev. Jonathan Van Hoogen

“Praise ye the Lord of Hosts, Sing His salvation,

Bless His Name, Show forth His praise on His holy house!

Rejoice ye heavens and be joyful on earth.

Rejoice in the face of the Lord, for He cometh, Alleluia!

Rejoice, ye angels, rejoice all ye nations, 
now in the face of the Lord, for He cometh, Alleluia.”
(Charles Camille Saint-Saëns, 1835-1921 from L’Oratorio de Nöel)

Prelude

Call to Worship
Psalm 146:5-6

“Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord his God, the Maker of heaven and earth,
 the sea, and everything in them –
 the Lord who remains faithful forever.”

*
Hymn of Joy
“Angels, from the Realms of Glory”



Psalter Hymnal #340

*
Prayer of Invocation
“We joyfully praise you, O Lord, for the fulfillment of your promise of a Savior and what that means in our lives. Thank you for the gift of salvation through the birth of your son, Jesus. Create us anew as we wait for Him to come again, and help us to see your glory as you fill our lives with your living Spirit.” Amen.
*
God’s Greeting
Ephesians 1:2

“To the saints, the faithful in Christ Jesus;
Grace and peace to you from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ.”


Songs of Response
“The First Noel”



Christmas Hymnal #37



“Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne”



Christmas Hymnal #39

God’s Will for Our Lives
1 Peter 4:1-11





Prayer of Confession


Minister:  Father, we come to you as a people that have been justified and forgiven, yet still we harbor sin in our hearts. We call you king, but we have grown accustomed to being our own king, and we do not truly grasp your sovereign reign. We are obsessed with the opinions of others, and we live in fear. In all of our pride, we are truly weak, and need a Savior, Redeemer and King. 

Come Lord Jesus and enthrone our hearts this day and every day. Open our eyes, and keep us hungry for your presence. Open our hearts and keep them broken by your love. Open our ears to the voice of the Spirit. Make us servants of the King of kings, and the Lord of lords 

Come, Lord Jesus, come. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon
from Isaiah 53:4-6


Minister:  In Jesus, Immanuel has come! God is with us!
He took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows.
He was pierced for our transgressions. 
He was crushed for our iniquities. 
The punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.

May all of you who repent of your sin and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ for your salvation, rejoice and be glad and give glory to the Lord who has taken away all of your sins.


Hymn of Response
“All Glory Be to Thee, Most High”



Psalter Hymnal #319 (vs 1)

“All glory be to Thee, Most High, To Thee all adoration;
In grace and truth Thou drawest nigh To offer us salvation;
Thou showest Thy goodwill to men, 
And peace shall reign on earth again;
We praise Thy Name forever. 


Old Testament Reading
Genesis 28:10-17

Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord.

People:  Thanks be to God.


Prayer of Supplication
Elder Rick Wigboldy


God’s Tithe & Our Offerings



1) Christian Education Assistance Fund 2) Building Fund

“They opened their treasures and presented him with gifts 
of gold and of incense and of myrrh.”  
Matthew 2:11


Prayer of Thanksgiving




*
Hymn of Preparation
“Once In Royal David’s City”


Christmas Hymnal #29


Old Testament Reading
Genesis 28:10-17

Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord.

People:  Thanks be to God.


New Testament Reading 
John 1:43-51

Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord.


People:  Thanks be to God.


Sermon
“Heaven Opened”
*
Hymn of Response
“From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”


Psalter Hymnal #345 (vs 1-3,5)
*
Benediction 
Jude 24-25

“To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy— 
to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, 
now and forevermore! Amen.”
*
Doxology
“The Advent of Our God”



Christmas Hymnal #31 (vs 2)

“All glory to the Son, 
Who comes to set us free;
With Father, Spirit, ever One 
Through all eternity.  Amen.”
* Congregation Standing


___________________________________________________________

Evening Worship Service– 6:00PM

Rev Jonathan Van Hoogen

Prelude 


Call to Worship 
Psalm 134:1-3

“Praise the LORD, all you servants of the LORD 
who minister by night in the house of the LORD. 
Lift up your hands in the sanctuary 
and praise the LORD.

May the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth, 
bless you from Zion.”
*
Invocation
Eternal God, who makes all things new, and abides for ever the same:  Grant us that we may grow in faith, and continue in Your favor; that, being guided in all our doings, and guarded in 
all our days, we may spend our lives in Your service, 
and finally, by Your grace, attain the glory of everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
*
Song of Response
“That Beautiful Name”




Christmas Hymnal #34

*
God’s Greeting
Jude 2


Responding in Song
Bruce Cooper

Gathered to Pray
Rev. David Booth

*
Our Statements of Faith
The Apostles’ Creed – PH p. 3



Heidelberg Catechism



Lord’s Day 32 – PH p.44

*
Responding in Faith
“May the Grace of Christ Our Savior”




Psalter Hymnal #487


Offerings

1) Christian Education Assistance Fund 



2) Benevolence

*
Hymn of Preparation 
“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”




Psalter Hymnal #407


Scripture

2 Corinthians 13:5


Sermon 

“Doubt and Assurance”
*
Hymn of Response
“For All the Saints”




Psalter Hymnal #442 (vs 1-4)

*
Benediction   
Romans 16:20

“The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet.
The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.”
*
Doxology

“Praise Ye the Lord, Ye Host Above”




Psalter Hymnal #490

* Congregation Standing



“In that day they will say,
Surely this is our God;
we trusted in him, and he saved us.
This is the Lord, we trusted in him;
let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation.”
Isaiah 25:9
_____________________________________________________

Cloverdale United Reformed Church
Cloverdale United Reformed Church is part of the United Reformed Churches in North America.  As a Reformed and Protestant Church we are part of that historic church that grew out of the 16th Century Protestant Reformation.  We believe that Scripture alone is our only guide for faith and life and that the historic confessions (Heidelberg Catechism, Belgic Confession and Canons of Dort) faithfully summarize the teaching of the Bible.  We are United as a body of Christian believers that gathers each Lord’s Day, where God is glorified through the faithful preaching of His Word, baptism and the Lord’s Supper are received and his church is discipled with care.

Email:  curcoffice@cloverdaleurc.net
Web Site:  www.cloverdaleurc.net
Senior Pastor:  jvanhoogen@cloverdaleurc.net
Office 208+375+4219
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Artwork, “Jacob’s Ladder” by Donald Jackson from the illuminated panels 


of the St. John’s Bible commissioned in 1998
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Welcome to Advent at





“When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, ‘Surely the Lord is in this place, and I was not aware of it.’  He was afraid and said, ‘How awesome is this place!  This is none other than the house of God; this is the gate of heaven.’”


Exodus 28:16-17








