Cloverdale United Reformed Church

Order For the Celebration and Worship of God

Sunday, December 4, 2011 – 10:00AM

Rev. Jonathan Van Hoogen

“Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel,
because he has come and has redeemed his people” Luke 1:68.
“When God is pleased to exhibit his wonderful works to us, we should be moved by a feeling of reverence, as if he himself 
appeared before us in all his majesty.”

(John Calvin – Songs of the Nativity)

Prelude

Call to Worship
Psalm 33:18,20

“The eyes of the Lord are on those who fear him, on those whose hope is in his unfailing love… Wait in hope for the Lord, He is our help and shield.  In him our hearts rejoice, 
for we trust in his holy name.”

*
Song of Invocation
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”



Christmas Hymnal #25


Service of Music
“Come, Emmanuel” – Adult Choir


Words & music by Pepper Choplin

Prayer of Invocation

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of your only-begotten Son, that at his second coming we may worship him in purity; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen.
*
God’s Greeting
Ephesians 1:2

*
Song of Praise
“O Sing a Song of Bethlehem”




Christmas Hymnal #26


God’s Will for Our Lives 
Matthew 25:31-46


Confession of Sins
Minister:  Lord, we come confessing. We have not longed for your coming and kingdom as we ought.  We have not denied ourselves, taken up the cross and followed you.  Instead, clinging to the things of this world and counting them dear, we have grown callous to the needs of others; the poor, the lonely and the suffering.  We have not cried out for justice or cared about those who are without Christ and without hope in this world.  Lord forgive us for our offenses and grant that by the power of your Spirit, we might live in the light of your coming again.  Amen.

Assurance of Pardon
from I Corinthians 4:6

Minister:  May the God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” make his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ Jesus who has saved us from all our sin. Amen.

Hymn of Response
“Lo! How A Rose E’re Blooming”



Christmas Hymnal #20 (vs 3)

“This Flower, whose fragrance tender With sweetness fills the air, dispels with glorious splendor the darkness everywhere.  
True man, yet very God, From sin and death He 
saves us And lightens every load.” 


Prayer of Supplication
Pastor Jonathan Van Hoogen


God’s Tithe & Our Offerings
General Fund


Prayer of Thanksgiving

*
Hymn of Preparation
“O Word of God Incarnate”


See Insert: from New Psalter Hymnal Proposal


Scripture
John 1:1-14


Sermon
“The Word Made Flesh”
*
Hymn of Response
“Joy to the World”


Christmas Hymnal #18

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper


Words of Institution 
1 Corinthians 11:23-32


Words of Invitation

Minister:  As the Word has promised us God’s favor, so also our Heavenly Father has added this confirmation of his unchangeable promise.  So come, believing sinners, for the table is ready.  Come; receive the gift of God for your souls.  Lift up your hearts!


People:  We lift them up to You, O Lord.
Sanctus
“All Glory Be to Thee, Most High”



Psalter Hymnal #319 (vs 1)

“All glory be to Thee, Most High, To Thee all adoration;
In grace and truth Thou drawest nigh To offer us salvation;
Thou showest Thy goodwill to men, And peace shall reign on earth again;
We praise Thy Name forever.”
Distribution of the Lord’s Supper 


Thank Offering
Benevolence


Hymn of Praise
“Sing a New Song to Jehovah”



Psalter Hymnal #190

*
Benediction 
2 Corinthians 13:14

“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.”
*
Doxology
“Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”



 Christmas Hymnal #9 (vs 3)

“Hail, the heav’n born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with healing in His wings.  Mild he lays His glory by, Born that man no more may die, Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth, Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.”
______________________________________________________

Evening Worship Service – 6:00PM 

Rev. Jonathan Van Hoogen

Call to Worship
Psalm 9:1-2,7-10
*
Song of Response
“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”



Psalter Hymnal #335

*
Prayer of Invocation

*
God’s Greeting
1 Timothy 1:2

Song Service/Prayer & Share
Kim Van Grouw/Bill Pastoor 
*
Our Statement of Faith
The Apostles’ Creed” – PH. P 3


Heidelberg Catechism
Lord’s Day #31 – PH p.42-43


Hymn of Response
“A Mighty Fortress is Our God”



Psalter Hymnal #444 (vs 4)

“That Word above all earthly powers – No thanks to them – abideth;
The Spirit and the gifts are ours Through Him who with us sideth.
Let goods and kindred go, This mortal life also;
The body they may kill, God’s truth abideth still,
His kingdom is forever.”

Offerings

1) General Fund 2) Benevolence
*
Song of Preparation
“Wherefore Do the Nations Rage”



Psalter Hymnal #3 (Tune: PH #339)


Scripture Readings
2 Corinthians 10:1-6; 1 Timothy 1:18-20


Sermon

“Disobedience and Censure”

*
Song of Response
“Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne”



Christmas Hymnal #39 (vs 1,4-5)

*
Doxology

“O Christ, Our Hope, Our Heart’s Desire”



Psalter Hymnal #376 (vs 4)
“O Christ, be Thou our lasting joy, Our ever great reward!
Our only glory may it be To glory in the Lord.  Amen.”
* Congregation Standing


Invitation to the Lord’s Supper

We welcome you to the sacrament setting forth the communion of saints.

Communion is a family meal of Christians. We welcome all committed followers of Jesus Christ to partake of this sacrament: those who are baptized members of a congregation which proclaims the gospel, who are at peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more faithfully for Christ.  

If you are not a Christian, or have not made public profession of faith*, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer.  The purpose of this Holy Supper is not to hold out judgment, but rather to hold out God's forgiveness and pardon.  Through this means of grace we receive the benefits of Christ's death and present intercession; in fact, through it, we receive nothing less than Christ himself.  We hope that this time is helpful as you consider your relationship with Jesus Christ, and with his people, the church.

*Cloverdale URC does not practice paedo-communion, the participation in the Lord’s Supper by children who have not made public profession of faith. 
Wine  & Grape Juice in the Lord’s Supper

The Elders have placed wine along with grape juice in the Lord’s Supper.  They have prepared the Table of the Lord so that no person’s conscience should be troubled with respect to that element which represents to us the blood of Christ.  May your participation bring life, joy, happiness and strength in Christ as you by faith receive the blessings visibly shown in the Sacrament.

In receiving the Lord’s Supper we offer these considerations:

1) Parents, regarding your children who have made public profession of faith, until they are free to follow their own conscience in this matter, please direct them in choosing the element (wine or grape juice) of which they will partake.

2) The wine and the grape juice will be distinguishable within the serving tray by a small differentiation in color and placement. Cups in the inner ring of the serving tray will contain grape juice; the outer two rings will contain wine.


[image: image1.png]The cups of the inner ring contain grape juice

The cups of the outer rings contain wine




 

“In that day they will say,
Surely this is our God;
we trusted in him, and he saved us.
This is the Lord, we trusted in him;
let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation.”
Isaiah 25:9
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_____________________________________________________

Cloverdale United Reformed Church
Cloverdale United Reformed Church is part of the United Reformed Churches in North America.  As a Reformed and Protestant Church we are part of that historic church that grew out of the 16th Century Protestant Reformation.  We believe that Scripture alone is our only guide for faith and life and that the historic confessions (Heidelberg Catechism, Belgic Confession and Canons of Dort) faithfully summarize the teaching of the Bible.  We are United as a body of Christian believers that gathers each Lord’s Day, where God is glorified through the faithful preaching of His Word, baptism and the Lord’s Supper are received and his church is discipled with care.

Email:  curcoffice@cloverdaleurc.net
Web Site:  www.cloverdaleurc.net
Senior Pastor:  jvanhoogen@cloverdaleurc.net
Office 208+375+4219
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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning.  �The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.





John 1:1-2, 14





Welcome to Advent 
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